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Do you know NAO—the first robot that is able to show feelings? It was made by a group of European scientists. “People usually show feelings through their faces or languages, but NAO doesn’t. When NAO is not happy, it puts its head down and looks sad. When it is happy, it opens its arms,”says Lola Canamero, a computer scientist at the University of Her for Shire.

“In the future, NAO can get along with people more naturally and comfortably.”says the scientist.

Scientist programmed NAO of a one-year-old child. It can remember faces and know the rules of good and bad so that NAO can decide what to do, when to show feelings each time.

In hospitals NAO will help doctors, nurses and parents. Children might find a small friendly-looking NAO. “The robot will help the children to relax and tell them what to do so that they can get better quickly.”says Lola.
（C）1. How can NAO show its happiness in the passage?

A．Through its face.  B．Through its language.  C．By opening its arms.

（A）2. Who might Lola Canamero be?

A．A European scientist.  B．The future child.  C．A one-year-old robot.

（B）3. What can NAO do in the passage?

A．Help people shop online.     B．Have a better relationship with people.

C．Decide where to show feelings.

（C）4. Who can NAO help in a hospital?

A．University workers.  B．Small friendly-looking robots.  C．The children.

（A）5. What are Paragraph (段落) 3 and 4 talking about?

A．How does NAO work?  B．How much is NAO?  

C．When will scientists make NAO?
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Welcome to Share Ideas! I’m Tony Brown. This is Professor (教授) Lin. He is a scientist. He has many exciting ideas about life in the future. Let’s listen to what he has to say.

“I think in the future, traveling will be much cleaner and safer. Most cars will run on solar energy (太阳能). That way, there will be less pollution. Those cars will be driven by computers and there won’t be an accident (交通事故). All of the computers will work together with radio signals.”

“I also think that people will be able to go back to the past through a time tunnel (时间隧道). If they do something wrong, they will be able to go back and do it again and try not to make the same mistakes.”“Housework will become much easier because you’ll just tell a robot to do it.” Then robots will help you clean the floor or make a meal for you and so on.”

“We will use our thumbprints (拇指指纹) to buy all the things. Everyone’s thumbprints will be in the computer. When you want to buy something, you will put your thumb on a machine or a computer. People won’t take any money, credit cards or smart phones at all. Life will be easier and safer.”

“In the future, people will be able to talk with each other on the phone more easily. The telephones that we have today will seem out of date (过时).”What do you think life in the future will be like? Send us a letter.

（C）1. What are Professor Lin’s ideas about?

A．Travel in the future.  B．Robots in the future.  C．Life in the future.

（B）2. Which of the following is NOT possible according to (根据) Professor Lin?
A．There will be fewer car accidents.

B．People won’t use anything to buy things.

C．Life in the future will be easier and safer.

（C）3. How many aspects (方面) does Professor Lin talk about the future?

A．Three.   B．Four.
   C．Five.

（A）4. What will the listeners probably do after the program?

A．Send them e-mails.  B．Visit Professor Lin.  C．Telephone Tony Brown.
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Spring Festival is coming soon, which means gift-giving season is also coming. Are you thinking about buying gifts for the ones you love? According to Chinese culture (文化), there are some taboos on gift giving that you should remember in mind.

Chinese people usually don’t give a clock to each other. A clock sounds as zhong in Chinese. It means “the end”. So giving someone a clock means “your time is up”. It is unlucky, especially for old people.

If clocks aren’t OK, maybe buying some fruit is a good idea. But remember not to buy pears. A pear sounds as li in Chinese. That means separation (分离). The umbrella also sounds the same as the word for separation in Chinese. Therefore, both pears and umbrellas are not good gifts.

It’s hard to choose gifts. So what is a right gift? A “red envelope” with money in it is the most popular gift in China. People give their friends red envelopes as a way to express their greetings. During the Spring Festival, the elder people will give children red envelopes to show their love.

Chinese people like to put some money inside red envelopes, the number of the money should be lucky. For example, “520” means “I love you”, “1,314” means “forever love”, “666” means “hoping that everything goes well for you” and “888” means “wishing you to be rich”.

（B）1. ________ may have the meaning of “separation” as gifts.

A．Pears and apples
   B．Pears and umbrellas

C．Umbrellas and clocks
  D．Clocks and apples

（A）2. You’d better not give someone a clock as a gift because it means that ________.

A．your life is coming to an end
  B．you must finish something on time

C．your are an unlucky person
    D．you are getting old

（B）3. The underlined word “taboos” in the first paragraph means ________.

A．方法  
B．禁忌  
C．秩序
  D．短信

（D）4. The writer writes the passage to ________.

A．tell people the Chinese traditional festival

B．discuss the different kinds of gifts

C．ask people to give others some expensive gifts

D．help people choose the right gifts

（C）5. What is the best title for the text?

A．Different Festivals in China  
 B．Giving Gifts for Spring Festival

C．Culture on Chinese gift giving
 D．Lucky gifts in China
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	How to Spend Spring Festival Gift Money

	Song Qian, 14
	I can partly (部分地) decide how to use my gift money. I got 3,600 yuan this year. I would like to use this money to buy my favorite books and school things. The money was used for after-class activities and study projects (项目).

	Zhang Ping, 14
	The gift money I got this year was about 1,000 yuan. I gave most of it to my parents. They will use the money to pay for some of my school fees (费用). I still have a little left for myself. I am planning to buy gifts for my parents on their birthdays.

	Li Lei, 13
	I can use part of my gift money. I saved 4,800 yuan in the bank this year and left 700 yuan for myself. I will use the money to buy textbooks (课本). Also, I am a big fan of sci-fi (科幻小说). The first book I will buy is 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.


（B）1. Who got the least gift money of the three students?

A．Song Qian.
  ．Zhang Ping.   
C．Li Lei.

（C）2. What do Song Qian and Li Lei have in common?

A．They are both in the same age.    B．They save their money in the bank.

C．They have the same hobby—reading.

（A）3. Which of the following is TRUE?

A．Song Qian spent his money on his study projects.

B．Zhang Ping still left a lot of gift money for herself.

C．Li Lei used 4,800 yuan to buy textbooks and snacks.

