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【一】

①April Fool’s Day is a celebration that takes place in different countries around the world. It happens on April 1st every year and is a day when many people play all kinds of tricks and jokes on each other.

②One April Fool’s Day, a reporter in England announced that there would be no more spaghetti because the spaghetti farmers in Italy had stopped growing spaghetti. Many people ran to their local supermarkets to buy as much spaghetti as they could. By the time people realized that the story was a hoax, all of the spaghetti across the country had been sold out.

③In another famous trick in England was when a TV show reported the discovery of special water. They said this water would help people lose weight and that one customer had already lost a lot of weight in just four months. By the end of the day, more than 10,000 people had phoned the TV station to find out how to get this water.

④Many April Fool’s jokes may end up being not very funny. A famous TV star once invited his girlfriend onto his show on April Fool’s Day. He asked her to marry him. The lady was so happy because she really wanted to get married. However, when she said “yes”, he replied, “April Fool!” That little joke didn’t have a very happy ending. The TV star lost his girlfriend and his show was canceled.

⑤One of the world’s most famous tricks, however, happened in October rather than April. In that month in 1938, actor Orson Welles announced on his radio program that aliens from Mars had landed on the earth. He described where they had landed and told how they were moving across the United States. Welles made it sound so real that hundreds of people believed the story, and fear spread across the whole country. By the time police officers announced that the story was a hoax, thousands of people had left their homes.

（C）1. What is the passage mainly about?

A．The origin (起源) of April Fool’s Day. B．The tradition of April Fool’s Day.

C．Some stories about famous tricks and jokes on April Fool’s Day.

（B）2. How many jokes happened on April Fool’s Day?

A．Two.
  B．Three.
  C．Four.

（A）3. Which of the following is TRUE according to the passage?

A．Not all the jokes and tricks happened on April Fool’s Day.

B．The TV star’s joke had a happy ending.

C．The special water could help people lose weight.

（B）4. Which of the following is the structure (结构) of the passage?

A．①—②③④—⑤
  B．①—②③④⑤
  C．①—②③—④⑤
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【二】

The FIFA World Cup is upon us in Qatar and excitement is truly kicking in. It’s the world’s biggest international soccer tournament (比赛) and also the most-watched sporting event in the world. There are 32 teams competing to win. This year’s tournament looks to be particularly (尤其) unique. What makes it different from the ones before?

For starters, it’s the first time the tournament has been held in the Middle East after Qatar beat other host competitors—the US, South Korea, Japan and Australia back in 2010. It’s also the first time in history the tournament is happening during the Northern Hemisphere (北半球) winter months, from Nov20 to Dec18.

That’s because Qatar is a desert country, and in summer the temperature can be as high as 42℃. That’s way too hot to play outdoor sports. But it will still be pretty warm in winter. The temperature in the stadium (体育场) is expected to be around 20℃ to 30℃. Air conditioning (空调) will help to keep it cooler.

Qatar is also the smallest nation by area to host the cup. They’ll be playing the first match of the tournament, facing Ecuador (厄瓜多尔). It’s Qatar’s first-ever FIFA World Cup game. This makes them the first country to host their debut (首秀) game since Italy in 1934!

There may be new challenges for many players too. Aside from (除……之外) the hot weather, for European teams like England, France, Germ any and Spain, it’s only just over a year since their last big international tournament, the UEFA Champions League (欧联杯).

According to FIFA’s rankings (排名), the favorites to win the tournament this year are Brazil, followed by Argentina and France.

（A）1. Qatar won the right to hold the FIFA World Cup in ________.

A．2010  
B．2014
  C．2018
  D．2022

（D）2. How long does the 2022 FIFA World Cup last?

A．Half a month.
B．A week.
C．Twenty Days.
D．About a month.

（C）3. Why is Qatar unique in holding the FIFA World Cup?

a. It’s the first country to build a stadium in a desert.

b. It’s the first country in Northern Hemisphere to hold the game in winter.

c. It’s the first country in the Middle East to hold the tournament.

d. It’s the smallest nation by area to host the cup.

e. It’s the first ever host country to play the first game of the cup.

A．abc
  B．Ace  
C．bcd
  D．cde

（D）4. What do we know from Paragraph 5?

A．Hot weather won’t influence players in the game.

B．Qatar is facing the challenge of dealing with hot weather.

C．European teams haven’t had a proper game for a long time.

D．European teams have not had long to recover from their last big tournament.

（C）5. What is the last paragraph about?

A．Qatari people’s opinions toward the game.

B．The author’s guess of who will win the tournament.

C．Which countries are favored to win the cup.

D．What people’s expectations of Qatar are.
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【三】

Tai Chi has always been a symbol of Chinese culture and is becoming popular around the world.

One thing that makes Tai Chi popular is its value in health. As you move, you breathe deeply and naturally, paying your attention to your body. This helps you relax and find peace in your mind. According to Harvard Health, Tai Chi is suitable for almost anyone, from healthy people to those who have disease. This is because its movements are never forced—the muscles (肌肉) are relaxed.

What makes Tai Chi even more interesting might be the philosophical (哲学的) ideas behind it. The word “Tai Chi” comes from Taoism (道家), which thinks that inaction, opposite to action, is the way to solve problems. That’s why Tai Chi movements are slow and soft. It is not used to fight an enemy it is used to protect yourself. That doesn’t mean it is weak though. The secret of Tai Chi is to use softness to beat hardness.

When you think of Tai Chi, you might think of the famous yin-yang diagram (图形). It shows how ancient Chinese people saw the world. The world is full of yin and yang: dark and light, soft and hard, male and female, life and death. But they do not absolutely opposite each other. After a dark night, the sun will rise. Leaves fall in autumn but grow in spring. Everything keeps changing—that’s how we should see the world.

Tai Chi also pays attention to the balance between yin and yang. For example, if you work too hard and feel tired, you have too much “yang”. So it’s time for you to calm down and get more “yin”. This idea of keeping a healthy balance can be used in almost everything in life. It makes Tai Chi far more than just a Chinese Kungfu.

（C）1. Tai Chi almost suits anyone because________.

A．it is a symbol of Chinese culture and philosophy
B．it tells people how to breathe deeply and naturally

C．when people do Tai Chi, their muscles are relaxed

（A）2. In Paragraph 3, what does the word “inaction” mean?

A．无为
B．行动
C．治理

（C）3. Which might be a pair of yin and yang according to the passage?

A．Father arid son.
   B．Water and ice.
   C．Day and night.

（A）4. Which of the statements about Tai Chi is TRUE?

A．When you play Tai Chi, you will feel relaxed and peaceful.

B．Tai Chi movements are slow and soft, so they can’t be used to beat hardness.

C．The idea of keeping a balance between yin and yang can’t be used in many things in life.

（B）5. Which of the following might be the best title for the article?

A．A new way to cure serious disease, Tai Chi

B．Tai Chi, a way to exercise and a way to live

C．The history of an ancient Chinese sport, Tai Chi
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【四】
Every morning, the newspaper chief editor (主编) holds a meeting with the reporters. They discuss the main events of the day. Reporters are then sent to cover the events.

As soon as the reporters know what to write about, they get down to work. They telephone people and fix a time for a face-to-face interview with them. Sometimes they do telephone interviews. Checking information is very important. They go to the newspaper’s own library to look up any information that they need. This is called “doing one’s homework”.

At the same time, the picture editor decides which photographs will be used for the next day’s paper. All the people who work on a newspaper must be able to work fast. Reporters have to stop working on one story and start working at once on the important new one. They must find out the new information as quickly as possible. Later in the day, everything is put together at the news desk. Reporters return, type their stories into the computer and hand them to the editor.

The chief editor decides which will be the most important story on the front page. Sometimes this will have to be changed if something more important happens late in the day. Other editors read the stories which the reporters have written and make any necessary changes.

Finally, there is no more time left for adding new stories, and the time for printing (印刷) the newspaper has come. This is done on fast-moving printing machines. The newspapers are then delivered (发送) by truck, plane or rail. Speed is important. People want to buy the latest newspaper; nobody wants to buy yesterday’s.

（D）1. What is the work in a newspaper office like?

A．Interesting and confusing.
  B．Important and patient.

C．Particular and necessary.
      D．Fast and busy.

（C）2. According to the passage, the right order for a reporter’s work is ____.

a.writing stories          b.doing interviews

c.joining in a discussion    d.doing homework

e.handing stories to the editor

A．c, b, a, d, e
B．c, d, e, a, b
C．c, b, d, a, e
D．c, a, d, b, e

（A）3. The front page contents (内容) are decided by ________.

A．the importance of the events
B．how well the stories are written

C．the knowledge of the chief editor
D．whether they are the latest

（A）4. The best title for this passage is “________”.

A．How a Newspaper Is Produced
  B．How Newspapers Are Delivered

C．What Kind of Papers Readers Like
D．Whose Work Is More Important

（C）5. Word editors’ work is to ________.

A．help the chief editor with the morning discussion


B．decide when and how the papers can be printed

C．read the stories and make necessary changes


D．get together information from reporters and photographers

